
April 17, 1961 

Dr. Phillip Mwrlson 
Department of Physics 
Corn811 University 
Ithaca, New York 

Dear Phll: 

Jaffa has more cortafn Inforawtlon an the surfrc8 snvfroment ’ 
I 

/ 
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L<’ T 
than I do. If 

But thara lo son18 nuwlt to the vI8w that moisture 1s the 
limiting ecological factor, and I would share th8 8xp8ctstion that 
an organfsrn large enough to shield itself might be prsferred In th8 
8xposed csnv~rom8nt. Houeww, thare must al so be saprophytes to 
complst8 the carbon cycle and I would still propose these as th4 
most ublqultour types, as th8y ar8 on 8arth. If th8S8 could 8vO1V8 
8ffIcient means for accumulstlng tf20 against 8 concentration gradient, 
(as t8rrsstrial cstis do to sam 8xt8nt for wat8r, and sawtianss very 
rpoctacuierly for, say, Varredium) they might have an active rather 
than passive barrtsr to the desiccant 8quiiibrim. 

Han pcimr to him if tm can d8Sign th8 calorllutar. But 
how will he distlngutsh photosynthesis frm other photochemIcally 
driven react ions? 

Yours slncarsly, 

Joshua Lmkrba rg 
Professor of Genat Its 
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